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Erynn Ballard & Ceitasi Top The $75,000 Stirrups Restaurant Grand Prix
At World Equestrian Center — Ocala

An interpational list of competi-
tors from 11 different countrics lined out
the entries in Saturday’s 375,000 Str-
rups Restsurant Grand Prix during the
third week of the WEC —Ocala Summer
Series. FEI Level 3 course designer Joey
Rycroft of Canada designed the techm-
cal tracks for the grand prix as well as
the 510000 Fuwres Prix 1.30m -
1.35m, which featured multiple combi-
nations, along with jump-off courses
that required adjustability and accuracy,

Saturday evening’s $75.000 Stir-
rups Restaurant Grand Prix hosted 53
entries under the lights in the WEC
Grand Arena. Rycrofi's course included
a tople combmation, a double combina-
Lion. and a wiple bar. Twelve entries ad-
vanced tothe jump-off, but it was Erymm
Ballard (CAN) and an Ferder’s Ceitasi
(Caretello B x Ceitas) that capiured the
Wit

Ballard and Ceitasi yielded a
Mawless first round., soaring to the lop of
the standards over each fence, stopping
the first-round clock at R2.750 seconds.

Ballard & Ceitasi soaring over the
Lugano Dinmonds oxer. Photos couresy
of Andrew Ryback Photogriphy

“Ceitasi is magical.” said Balland
of the |l-year-old Wesiphalian mare,
who retumed to Ballard’s siring this
wvear, “T rode her a3 a mne-year-old and
then she was sold in the barn to Natalie
Dean who had huge suceess on her. We
got her back todo classes like this;to be
a speed horse when | need her. She is re-
liable and is always on her game. She
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Erynn Ballard patting Ceitasi in the $75.,000 Stirrups Restouranl Grand Prix.
Photos courtesy of Andrew Ryback Photography,

never lets you down.”

With 12 in the jump-off, Ballard
returned for the jump ready 1o give it her
all. “1 had nothing o lose,” confirmed
Ballard. *1 had twao very fasi riders be-
hind me and in my own riding, my next
step is 1o try and win more classes, Ina
class like today, being a fast four-faulier
wilsn 'l going o get you a nice ribbon. Il
witsn'| worth the risk of being a slow
clear.”

Ballard and Ceitasi started the
jump-off strong and fast, leaving out a
stride from fence one to fence two,

*“Man said to ride it off my eye.”
said Ballard, “Once | got the nme
[strides] from one o two, I was on a
roll.” Ballard and the carcful mare
rocked through the rest of the jump-off,
stopping the clock ata very Tast time of
38937 seconds for the win,

Aaron Vale (USA) and Major, a
14-yvear-old Danish Warmblood gelding
owned by Don Stewan and Sleepy P
Ranch LLC, topped last week’s $75 000
Calluna Spa Grand Prix. Vale and Major
were the last pair to return for the jump-
off, and it wos Vale's second attlempt at

H75.000 Stirrups Restaurant Grand Prix

Ballard & Ceitasi jumping 1o first place in the $75 000 Stirrups Restaurant
Cirand Prix, Photos courtesy of Andrew Ryback Photography,

the shortened course. While he also did
nine strides between the {irst two jumps,
fale landed just short of the winning
time in 39264 seconds for second place.,
Thursday's 5135000 WEC Wel-
come Prix winners, Tracy Fenney
(USA) and MTM Dolee Vita, rounded
out the top three placings in Saturday
evening's Grand Prix. Fenney and the
nine-year-old Holstemer mare, MTM
Dolee Vita (Darado x Philadelphia)
were also the Fastest four-faulters From
Tast week's 375,000 Calluna Spa Grand
Prix. This week, they were clear in the

first round in 83,837 seconds. qualifyving
the duo for the jump-off. Fenney and
MTM Dolee Vita galloped through the
course with tight wrns and forward dis-
mnces (o stop the clock at 40,833 sec-
onds, securing thind place.

Kristen Vanderveen (USA) and
Bull Run's Divine Fortune recerved a
H5.000 reward for being the Fastest-four
{aulter of the $75.000 Stirrups Restau-
ranl Grand Prix. Vanderveen and Bull
Run's Divine Forune received the
Fastest firg-round time of 78039 sec-
s,



